FEEDING TIMES

Breakfast is whenever you can do it.  Everyone is used to eating very early, when MAN gets up, but they live thru it if they have to wait till a more reasonable hour.  Supper time is no earlier than 5:30, if that’s ok with your schedule.  We are strict about that because otherwise supper would get earlier each day.  Bedtime snacks and BIG BOY CAT’s last meal are as late as possible.

All of the food bins are full, so you should be all set.  If not, extra food is in two trash cans in the “coal room” in the basement, which is under the dining room.

DOGS
SWEET BIG PART-SHEPHERD GIRL DOG (shepherd) gets 1½  cups of Senior food (gray plastic trash can at far end of couch) 1st & 2nd visits, and one Glycoflex tablet and one biscuit at bedtime.  Biscuits in can on windowsill.

SWEET BIG PART-GREYHOUND GIRL DOG (brown) gets 1 ½  cups  1st & 2nd visits, and 1 biscuit at bedtime.  Her food is in a joint compound bucket to the left of the woodstove, and her “marble”dish should be around there somewhere too.  She's slow to start eating & sometimes doesn't finish.  Often takes a few pieces and eats them elsewhere before chowing down.

Another weird thing about SWEET BIG PART-GREYHOUND GIRL DOG is that she doesn’t pee much.  You have to watch when you take her out; she’ll spend 15 minutes in the yard and then cheerfully come up to the door to come back in w/o having peed.  She even used to walk all the way around the Pond without peeing, tho not lately.  Part camel?

SWEET BIG PART-GREYHOUND GIRL DOG and LESS BIG BOY CAT play quite violently, but don’t worry about it.  They understand each other and quite enjoy it.  SWEET BIG PART-GREYHOUND GIRL DOG has had a couple of corneal abrasions; LESS BIG BOY CAT has never been hurt in the least.  When you see them sleep together you’ll see what great pals they are.

Please do not leave dog food out.  If they won't finish it, put the whole dish into their bucket until the next meal.  The cats will eat every morsel if you leave it out, and they do NOT need it!  I have a new strategy which helps some.  Feed LESS BIG BOY CAT last, and take your time about it.  That gives everyone else time to finish before LESS BIG BOY CAT wolfs his food down and goes on the prowl for others’ food.  He will go for SWEET BIG PART-SHEPHERD GIRL DOG’s or BIG BOY CAT’s food, and they both let him have theirs.

The dogs usually sleep in the bedroom with us, but let’s just leave that closed and unheated.  I’ll move their beds to the dressing room, at the top of the back stairs, and they can have their choice of that or the kitchen.  SWEET BIG PART-GREYHOUND GIRL DOG is very cold-blooded, so I bought her a fleece to sleep in.  If your parents are happy with electric heaters in their rooms and the rest of the house is chilly, SWEET BIG PART-GREYHOUND GIRL DOG should just keep her fleece on all the time.

Exercise: I hope each dog can each get one walk a day.   I have found it isn't safe for me to walk both at once cuz SWEET BIG PART-SHEPHERD GIRL DOG lunges and barks at other dogs sometimes when on leash (the first dog you see is the worst; it gets better after that).  The rest of the time it's just fine, but if she does that and SWEET BIG PART-GREYHOUND GIRL DOG imitates her, the 2 of 'em are stronger than I am and can pull us into a situation we shouldn't be in.

You probably know all the wonderful options around here: Jamaica Pond, ANOTHER Pond, the Muddy River.  There’s usually a towel hanging on the cat condo for muddy dog paws and wet dog backs.  There are many more such towels in the top drawer in the closet off the first floor bathroom, under the stairs.

Leashes and the fanny pack for plastic bags and a stash of plastic bags are hanging just inside the cellar door.  SWEET BIG PART-SHEPHERD GIRL DOG’s Gentle Leader head collar is on the beige leash, and SWEET BIG PART-GREYHOUND GIRL DOG’s is on the black leash (color-coded!). If SWEET BIG PART-SHEPHERD GIRL DOG lunges at another dog, pull UP on the Gentle Leader and say Sit, making her face you.  That’s supposed to indicate that you are the boss.  One trick I've developed is to let them out the back door first.  They're very excited by leashes and will run around like crazy.  Encourage that.  Then one can go back in the house and the other is calmed down a bit for a walk.  I take their collars off at night because they are noisy.

Poop: I'm afraid I have to ask for some help here.  There are many bags hanging in the first bag  in the cellar stairway. What I do in the yard is use a small Globe bag as a glove and put the poop into another bag, then into trash can on driveway.  For walks just stick a few small bags into pockets or fannypack.  

Tooth brushing: I brush both dogs’ teeth right before I go to bed.  They’re really quite good about it (SWEET BIG PART-GREYHOUND GIRL DOG moreso than SWEET BIG PART-SHEPHERD GIRL DOG), and it would be great if you’d do it too.  My vet says he can really see the difference. Brush and paste are on left side of “Pumpkin Bathroom” (our bathroom) sink.  The weird thing is that their tongues move all the time you’re doing it, but you just persevere.

CATS

LESS BIG BOY CAT: Just a little less than one scoop 1st & 2nd visits, and a few pieces for a bedtime snack.  Food and scoop are in metal cat food container next to cat condo.  His meals are served in the 2nd floor dining room of the condo, where his dish is.
BIG BOY CAT gets a little less than one scoop THREE times a day.  He eats on the cabinet beyond the woodstove, where the little stereo is.  He’ll show you!  His food is in a plastic ice cream container on the floor by SWEET BIG PART-SHEPHERD GIRL DOG’s bin.  It must be stored on the floor because he will cheerfully whack it off the counter to make it fall and open!

BIG BOY CAT has had one round of urinary track problems in the past, and has peed in inappropriate places such as guest beds (!) since.  Nothing lately, thank goodness.  Just to be safe, please keep all bedroom doors closed when you are not in them, and keep an eye on him to see if he squats anywhere but the cat box, or is in the box often.  IF you see any trouble, just stick him on oral prednisone.  I will leave the bottle behind the stereo (which means he may knock it onto the floor).  Crush one pill per day and bury it in tomato paste, which I will try to remember to leave a can of. That will save an expensive trip to Angell and get him through till we get back.  If the pills don’t work, take him to Angell (I hope if you have to go you can credit card it and give me the bill to pay) and tell them that a long-lasting prednisone shot coupled with six weeks of s/d is the only thing that has worked in the past, that he does NOT get infections but ultrasound showed tiny “stones,” although urinalysis did not.  The s/d food is in the bottom of one of the trash cans (mouse-proofing) in the “coal room” in the basement, the corner under the dining room.

He loves to play, especially at midnite.  If he runs away from you, he’s asking you to chase him.  It took me quite a while to figure that out.  I just chase him and when he throws himself in front of me I give him a good scratch.  Do whatever you want.  Another thing is to drag the fleece toy or a piece of plastic strapping tape around the house.  

Both cats love to go down to the basement.  It’s their equivalent of outdoors.  They will beg at the door.  You can let them down when you’re going to be around or back in a few hours; I wouldn’t do it if you’re going to be gone a long time, or overnight, because they soon want to come back up.  LESS BIG BOY CAT scratches the door and BIG BOY CAT rattles the doorknob asking to come up.

It would be great if you could brush cats occasionally. The trick of giving them one brush to chew while you brush them with another works pretty well.

Litter: Our standard box is in the bathroom under stairway landing.  There’s also a box in the basement, and one in the front of the second-floor hall, which was BIG BOY CAT’s favorite place to pee when he first got sick.  I will change them before we leave, so that all they will need is poop-scooping and occasional stirring.  Poop can be flushed into the toilet since Feline Pine is flushable/biodegradable.
Water: We’ve just been using the one marble bowl lately and everyone has survived.  Fill from Britta pitcher; water here has lead despite our replacing pipes.  

Vet: Our vet is MR VET, and either he or his associate VET ASSISTANT would be glad to talk on the phone for free. His unlisted home phone is X. Obviously for any emergency care you'd have to go to VET EMERGENCY CENTER.  Everyone but LESS BIG BOY CAT is registered there, and all the blue cards and such are in a folder in the bottom drawer in the closet in the bathroom under the stairs, along with cat cases and every other pet item imaginable. If VET EMERGENCY CENTER recommends anything outlandish or expensive, please consult FRIENDS and also try to reach us.

Also two good friends who work across the street at the VET EMERGENCY CENTER know a lot about animals (though they are not veterinarians) and know our animals, and would be glad to be tried with questions. 
GENERAL 

House: The one key works all the doors.  Let's leave the light outside the first floor bathroom on all the time.  If you want to leave a light on in the kitchen, please leave a fluorescent on, not an incandescent.  

Plants.  Our totally pathetic plant collection will survive; I’ll water before we leave.
Trash.  In the kitchen, to the right of the frig, is an old compactor.  It’s hard to pull out, which makes it pet-proof!  So we just put a paper bag in there and use it for our garbage.  You can put bags of dog poop in the garbage can beside the driveway, under the porte cochere. Recycling bins are on the back deck, and a bag for recycling paper will be on the kitchen floor somewhere.   Garbage and recycling go out Monday night or every early Tuesday, but you won’t need to worry about that.

Composting: we are religious about putting all our fruit & vegetable waste, coffee grounds and tea bags, pet fur, anything but meat, into the beige container on the counter.

Us.  MAN’s cell phone is X.  I do not have one!!  We will be staying with his brother, whose phone is X.  Feel free to call with any questions.  

Thanks for everything!  We’ll be back on the 30th, so you are off duty after breakfast that day. 
